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Synopsis

The updated and enlarged Second edition features more than 30 additional species and 70 new
photographs. From the beautiful cool waters of Catalina Island to the frigid straits teaming with life in
British Columbia, this book covers it all. This is the most comprehensive pictorial fish ID guide ever
published for these waters. More than 320 superb color photos are presented in our popular,
quick-reference format. Now in flexibinding (cloth stitched like hardcover, but a soft flexible cover

like paperback).
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Customer Reviews

Paul Humann and Ned DelLoach are the authors of the multi award winning series of marine life
identification books. They began with a Reef Fish Identification book to the Florida Caribbean
Bahamas in 1988 and now their small company has expanded to self publishing more than 10
identification books to tropical diving destinations around the globe and distributing many more. With
more than 35 years of diving each, these recreational scuba divers have become experts in their
field. Of course, they are always finding new unknown species on almost every trip and therefore

always expanding, updating and enlarging their series of books.

The information is pretty standard field guide fair, but clear and concise. Also has a section in each
species account devoted to reaction to divers. I'm not sure | agree with this part completely (I dive in

Southern California, San Diego county) but it seems generally correct from my personal



encounters.This book’s pictures make it worth the price though. They are excellent shots that make
the fish very easy to ID. This is especially invaluable with the rockfish (Sebastes sp.) which are

confusing at the best of times.

Great pictures and very thorough. The spearfisher’s bible.Would recommend for anyone who plans
to start spearfishing, or just diving/snorkeling in general so you know what you’re looking at. For
many of the species they show pictures of the adults and juveniles, which makes identifying them
very easy. As other reviewers have said, the book could use a little update as fish populations do

change over time, but overall a very comprehensive book. Just wish it was waterproof.

| truly appreciate the level of time and effort that goes into creating one of these volumes. The
variety of species in a particular area of ocean is huge and attempting to capture most of them,
along with decent photos is a truly massive undertaking. This is something that | certainly could not
do and the relatively comprehensive nature of this work is well done.Of course, it can never be
perfect. Species that were uncommon due to overfishing at the time of publication (such as the
sevengill shark - which only receives a tiny mention in this book) have come back and photos are
readily available today. Others have gone the other direction and are now less common. | have not
found others yet that | know are missing, again - this is a relatively comprehensive work and
decently executed.| think at this point | would prefer an online resource. The technology is there and
updating would be far simpler today than when this was published (1996).Overall | am happy to

have a decent field guide to the fishes and creatures | see while diving.Hope that helps.

This book is for the most common fish that will be encountered along the West Coast of North
America, and as such does not cover those that only spend a portion of their life in the marine
environment, or those found so deep as to be available to ichthyologists only. | find this a great field
guide for divers or snorkelers looking to identify fish, as well as learn a little bit about their life
history. Also makes a good companion for fishing or trawling, when you’re trying to decide which of

many, many species of rockfish you have.

best way to settle disputes! provides additional info like some fish change colors with aging, where

you're likely to find species, etc.

This is the book you want to have for identifying West Coast fishes. It's not comprehensive, but it



does show the fish one is likely to see. Its selectivity makes it easier to use than a more

encyclopedic volume would be.

Fantastic book for fish identification! Loaded with photos as well as information on each species

Very nice photos but many shallow water species were omitted, especially rockfish. It is still a nice

resource but not as good as his books on the east coast.
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